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***INVITATION***
88TH ANNUAL REUNION
TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY
11 AUGUST 2007
The family will meet at the Clarion Hotel, 3600
E. Cork St., Kalamazoo, MI: 269-385-3922.
Our buffet luncheon will start at 12 noon. The
price for adults is $13.50 and the children $8.50.
This includes meal, tax, tip, tea, coffee, and soft
drinks. Please make your buffet luncheon
reservations before 21 July 07 by notifying
George Adams, 19026 Oakmont South Drive,
South
Bend,
IN
46637-3526
or
gcadams@alumni.nd.edu or 574-273-1198 in
the evening.
You will pay George at the
luncheon. We will have the meeting room from
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturday, plus two hospitality
rooms from 9 a.m. until the late hours on
Saturday, so you are welcome to come early and
stay late. George and Chris will arrive Friday
evening. There is a pool, sauna, exercise room,
pool tables, and game room for those staying
over-night. Please make your own reservations
if staying over-night. A non-smoking room
with 2 double beds is $74.99 plus tax. The hotel
website www.clarionhotelkalamazoo.com has
directions. Thanks to Margaret Wetherell, Chris
Adams, and Natalie West, the 2006 auction was
a huge success ($900.00). We will do it again
so bring your unwrapped, labeled (if needed)
treasures for the 2007 auction.
BUSINESS MEETING:
CLARION HOTEL, KALAMAZOO, MI
12 AUGUST 2006
Elections and Location:
George Adams, President, called the business
meeting to order. The officers for 2007 are
President: George Adams, Secretary/Treasurer:
Barbara Gale, Webmaster: Jim Adams, and
Newsletter Editor: Bob Brown, The group
decided to return to the Clarion Hotel for the
88th Reunion on Saturday 11 August 2007.
George will notify the family about plans.
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Treasurer’s Report:
Barbara reported a total of $1666.00 was on hand
to pay for the 86th Reunion. Disbursements from
13 August 2005 through 11 August 2006 were
$55.78, leaving a balance of $1610.22. A deposit
of $1070.00 on 14 Aug 06 increased the total to
$2680.22. Our internet service provider is Door
Peninsula Internet, Inc., Forestville, WI, and its
initial charge of $139.95 was paid on 09 Jan.
2007. The next payment is due August 28, 2007.
The amount in the reunion account as of 19
March 07 is
$2540.27 (current balance). A
Memorial/Honorary Fund was started in 2001
and the family is urged to participate in it;
$425.00 is currently in the fund. Bill Wheaton
printed (in color) and mailed the newsletter in
2006, and the estimated savings to the reunion
was $250.00. Bill said total printing/mailing costs
were about $25 more than in 2005 because of
more weight and higher postage rates. Thank
you, Bill for your help. Barbara sent 12 more
newsletters by e-mail (68) than in 2005, saving
$42.84 in postage. A total of 132 newsletters
were mailed/e-mailed in 2006. Reunion resumed
paying for the 2007 newsletter (estimated cost of
$90, with copies in B&W and slightly lower
postage rates). We need to continue collecting
money for yearly expenses as well as for the 100th
reunion in 2019. REMEMBER to send your
correct address, phone number, e-mail address
and Instant Messenger to Barbara. A $5.00
donation is requested to cover the cost of printing,
postage & mailing the newsletter plus other
reunion expenses. Please make checks out to
Barbara Gale.
Group Discussion:
It was decided to use the money in the treasury for
the Centennial year and general items such as
supplies, pictures, newsletters and the ISP annual
fee. Jim stated the Adams-McKain web site will
be on line soon, adding he also has cemetery
information on the web site that can help with
genealogical research. Jim suggested one goal
for 2019 would be to update the Robert Adams
Genealogy book by Andrew Adams because it
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only goes through 1900. Bob discussed the
family history section for the newsletters,
suggesting each branch of the Adams-McKain
families be written up by the Centennial year.
Three branches suggested are the Archie
Adams, Kinney and Bent branches. It was
decided to write up the Archie branch for the
2007 newsletter with June Powell’s help. It was
suggested that family look for pictures, letters
and diaries to publish. If you are willing to be a
contact person for your branch, please notify a
staff member. Francis Morse was the oldest
member present and Grace Louise Adams was
the youngest. Family came from CA, IL, IN,
MI, MD, NC, ND, TX & WI. Amy Elizabeth
Keaton presented information on “The National
Society of the Colonial Dames of America”
emphasizing their purposes, and that she hoped
to qualify as a member by validating her family
tree back to Jacob Adams. She plans to
organize an exhibit of samplers in a NSCDAsponsored exhibit in 2007 in Chicago.
REUNION LIBRARY:
NSCDA www.nscda.org
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of
America (NSCDA) is a national organization
whose members can trace their ancestry back to
a notable person in the colonial era. Amy
Keaton, daughter of Bill and Joann Wheaton,
and descendant of Dorsey and Sarah (Adams)
Fletcher, has validated her ancestry back to
Jacob Adams (following NSCDA rules) and has
donated a copy of the research to the reunion.
This valuable document is a significant
contribution to the Adams-McKain family.
Barbara thanks Amy and her mother, Joann
Wheaton, for their many hours of research and
generous donation to the Reunion Library. Now
that Amy is a member of NSCDA, other family
members interested in joining the organization
would only have to validate their lineage up to
the point it joins Amy’s family tree. (Costs,
references, and other details are included in an
article on the Adams-McKain website, and on
the website.)
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Jacob Adams was born in Newbury, MA, on 13
April 1654, and married Anna Allen on 07 Apr.
1677. They moved, probably about 1681-2 to
Suffield, MA (now CT) where he was one of the
most prominent and influential of the early
settlers. He was a member of the General Court
of the colony, then held in Boston, from 17111714 and again in 1717. He died after 20
November 1717 in Boston, Mass.
NSCDA, founded in 1891, is dedicated to
furthering an appreciation of our national
heritage.
It is headquartered at Dumbarton
House, a Federal period museum in Washington,
D.C. The Henry B. Clarke House Museum
(1840) in Chicago is a public museum sponsored
by NSCDA. The City of Chicago owns the
property and the NSCDA owns and maintains all
of the furnishings. It is one of their outreach
programs.
NSCDA programs and projects are
in three areas: Museum Properties, Patriotic
Service, and Historical Activities. The main goal
of Museum Properties is the preservation,
restoration, and interpretation of historical sites.
Patriotic Service Projects include scholarship
grants to Native Americans, scholarship awards to
students of American History, and service to
military during wartime. Historical Activities
Projects include Colonel/Pioneer History videos,
Ancestor profiles, and Decorative Arts Samplers.
In 1921 NSCDA published a book entitled
“American Samplers” by Ethel Stanwood and Eve
Johnson Coe, which stimulated interest in
samplers.
American samplers and pictorial
embroideries created by girls and women are
today a valuable insight to the social history of
women’s culture and education in the 17th -19th
centuries. The book has a list of about 2500
samplers and there is a current survey to locate
more samplers. Amy is well regarded as being
knowledgeable about antique samplers, and is cocurator of an exhibit called “Stitched Together”
that runs from May 11th-July 28th at the Chicago
Cultural Center at 77 East Randolph St. The
exhibit is early American Samplers from the
collection of the “National Society of the Colonial
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Dames of America and friends: 1700-1865”
There are 69 samplers in the exhibit. It is hoped
that others will want to validate their ancestry,
become NSCDA members, and contribute to
our great American heritage.
DAR NATIONAL SOCIETY www.dar.org
Helen Adams Kunce, daughter of George and
Effie May Adams, became a member of DAR
National Society on 06 December 1950. Her
National Number is 397615. In order to become
a DAR member, Helen validated her ancestry to
Joel Adams, who was a Lieutenant during the
Revolutionary War. Joel was born 20 Dec.1729
in Suffield, MA (now CT). He married
Elizabeth Fowler 16 July 1761. His will was
probated March 1820 and he left his property to
his wife and family. Jacob Adams was Joel’s
grandfather. Reference: A Genealogical History
of Robert Adams (1900) by A. N. Adams.
There was no charter name listed on the national
certificate, but Helen lived in Reno, NV, with
her husband Bill Kunce, and children Mary
Helen and Robert. Helen died 23 June 1977.
The DAR, founded in 1890, and headquartered
in Washington, D.C. is a volunteer women’s
service organization dedicated to promoting
patriotism, preserving American History and
securing America’s future through better
education for children. Any woman 18 years or
older regardless of race, religion, or ethnic
background, who can prove lineal descent from
a patriot of the American Revolution, is eligible
for membership.
The DAR rewards 150,000
scholarships annually to High School/College
students studying history, political science,
economics, government, medicine, and nursing.
2006 FAMILY ATTENDANCE at the
12 AUGUST 2006, Reunion (43):
GEORGE & EFFA MAY ADAMS
DESCENDANTS (1)
Barbara Gale of Coloma, MI.
CHESTER & ROXANNA (BENT) ADAMS
DESCENDANTS (19)
George & Chris Adams of South Bend, IN.
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Richard & Lorinda Adams of South Bend, IN.
Bob & Margaret (Adams) Wetherell, Chase, MI.
Jim, Linda & Jessica Adams, Sturgeon Bay, WI.
Natalie & Eric West of Rockford, MI.
Dan & Pam Adams of Hudsonville, MI.
Tim, Michelle, Cody, Christopher, and Grace
Adams of Hudsonville, MI.
Francis Morse of Kalamazoo, MI.
ARCHIE & LILLIE LeBARR (DOUGLASS)
ADAMS DESCENDANTS (8)
Phillip & June Powell of Kalamazoo, MI.
Dave & Dawn Sivley of Schoolcraft, MI.
Greg & Sara Huff of Scotts, MI.
Jack and Mary Coleman of Frisco, TX.
DORSEY & SARAH LUCINA (ADAMS)
FLETCHER DESCENDANTS (12)
Joan Reinke of Fontana, CA.
Preston & Ruth Brown of Goreville. Il.
Muriel Hurt of South Heart, ND.
Eleanor, Donna, and Bob Brown, South Bend, IN.
Bill and Joann Wheaton of Charlotte, NC.
Amy Keaton of Lake Forest, IL.
Nancy Hume of Holland, MI.
Sally Boldman of Ijamsville, MD.
FREDERIC & ELLEN (WOOD) BENT
DESCENDANTS (3)
Maxine Reiling Parrish of Sturgis, MI.
Jan Esh of Howe, IN.
Sandra Hughes of Kalamazoo, MI
CURRENT NEWS:
NOTE: News received after 31 May 2007 may
be in the 2008 newsletter.
JEFFREY AND MONICA ADAMS report that
Monica has been on duty in Kazakhstan. They are
presently stationed in Germany. Garrett Sean is
their 7 year old son. Jeff is the son of Gerry &
Marilyn Adams.
JIM & LINDA ADAMS: Jim has completed
one year of "retirement" after 35 years of teaching
Social Studies at Sevastopol High School in
Sturgeon Bay, WI. He is now working full time
as a real estate broker for Coldwell Banker Door
County Horizons and finished his term as
President of the Wisconsin Council for the Social
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Studies. Jim was recently elected to the board of
the Democratic Party of Door County and was a
delegate to the 8th Congressional District
Democratic Convention. Linda continues selling
real estate for Coldwell Banker Door County
Horizons, and is enjoying Jim's retirement. Jim
Uriah works at Door County Motor Sports, and
is in his final year of studies for his degree in
International Business with a concentration on
Crisis Management. Kim works as a manager
in the food service/ hospitality sector in
Sturgeon Bay and chases children Raeanne,
Storm Uriah, and Jaiden to art classes,
basketball, swimming, soccer, and their other
activities. Raeanne received a scholarship to
attend a summer art school. John writes for the
Missoula Independent ( Montana). His wife,
Cathy is the Program Associate & Membership
Coordinator for Wildlands CPR in Missoula.
Wildlands CPR is the only national conservation
group in the U.S. specifically targeting off-road
vehicle abuse of public lands; and it actively
promotes wildland restoration, road removal,
and prevention of wildland road construction.
Jessica is Program Coordinator for the Missoula
Adolescent
Pregnancy,
Parenting,
and
Prevention Services (MAPPPS) in Missoula.
Jessica is a VISTA/Americorps worker for both
MAPPPS and the Missoula Forum for Children
and Youth.
JOHN & PAT ADAMS report they made a
western tour to see relatives and various places,
such as the John Deere factories. They traveled
to Mich. to see family and attend Jim’s retirement party. They also made numerous week-end
trips visiting family & friends. John remodeled
the living & dining rooms. Jennifer is a junior
at Christopher Newport Univ., and is a lifeguard
at the local YMCA. She also was on stage with
David Copperfield to help perform an illusion.
John just celebrated his 15th anniversary with
Booz Allen Hamilton, and Pat still is a 6th grade
science teacher. She was selected as the
Spotsylvania County Middle School Mentor
Teacher of the Year.
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MARY ADAMS reports she joined Rob, Linda,
Chris & Maria in Banff, Alberta, for a family
outing of skiing and dog sledding in February;
and in July Chris and Maria joined Mary at Chub
Lake. Mary, Rob & Linda went to Glacier Bay,
Alaska, in September for hiking, kayaking, and
observing wildlife. Maryjo took a group
(including Hallie) of Troy University students to
London on a study tour. Mary joined the group
for the last week. Hallie’s Dad, John 3, joined
them for the last weekend, then he and Hallie
drove to Scotland to play the royal links. Hallie is
the captain of the golf team at the Savannah
College of Art & Design. John IV is a full-time
student at Western Michigan University, majoring
in special education. He is manager for the
WMU’s Men’s basketball team and was the
waterfront director at Van Buren Youth Camp last
summer. Mary and friend went on an eastern
European tour in April. Mary is involved with the
Presbyterian Church and the local hospital
Auxiliary. She was honored by the Auxiliary
Board and Hospital Administration as the
“Volunteer of the Year” this fall.
ROB, LINDA, CHRISTIAN, AND MARIA
report 2006 was a year of travel, adventure, and
change. After being with Mary at Banff, (see
pictures at http://Ladams88.photosite.com) Rob
and Linda went white water rafting on the Middle
Fork of the Salmon River, Idaho. In November
Rob attended a Microsoft conference in Las
Vegas, while Linda had fun.
In late August,
Christian and Maria moved from Duluth, MN, to
Staten Island, NY. He currently is a facilities
manager at the Coast Guard Sector Command,
NY. Mia is teaching 7th grade science at a middle
school in China Town. Between trips, Rob had an
active year with Backcountry Horsemen of Idaho
http://www.sbbchidaho.org.Rob – an organization
that supports the “Frank Church Wilderness
Trail.”
Linda still is active in strained glass,
but has shifted her interest to doing projects in her
kilns. She also is an avid audio book reader. They
love visitors and invite you to stop by at 10150
Wild Horse Circle, Horseshoe Bend, ID 83629.
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JOHN & SALLY BOLDMAN report that John
travels because of his job so he had several trips
to Japan and cruised the Eastern Caribbean. He
also attended a Nationals game. John and Sally
attended a concert at the “Great Frederic Fair.”
Nancy, Sally’s sister, hosted the Brown family
at her home in Holland, and then they attended
the “Adams-McKain Reunion.” It is the first
time in 47 years that all the “Brown Cousins”
were together. Sandy still lives in Baltimore
and works for the insurance company. She was
promoted into the COBRA department. She
appeared as Maria in “The Sound of Music,”
and since then she has sung two or three nights a
week with a local band and has started working
lights and sound for other Baltimore bands.
FLOYD & MURIEL HURT report they went
on a cruise in February with cousins Bing and
Mary. There were problems with transportation
in Galveston and Houston because of continued
problems from Hurricane Katrina.
Muriel
attended a NAR meeting in Washington, D.C.
and made her annual trip to Las Vegas in
October. She attended the Adams-McKain
Reunion. Jason returned in August to attend the
Dickinson High School as a junior & play
hockey. Floyd still is mayor of South Heart,
ND, president of Roosevelt Custer, and a
member of Stark Development Corp. Muriel
still sells real estate and is Secretary-Treasurer
of the South Heart Golf Course.
COLIN MORSE reports he graduated from the
University of Michigan the summer of 2006
He has been working as a case manager at a
psychiatric nursing home in Chicago for about
the last six months. He is leaving that position
to travel to the Dominican Republic (June 16Aug 23) to work on an HIV/AIDS prevention
campaign.
BILL & JOANN WHEATON report that she
retired on May 19, 2006, but Bill remains as
President of the company through November
2007. Joann has traveled to Ireland with her
sister, and to Maui with the Staffords. Her
retirement trip was to the Baltic. She is working
on family photo albums for the grandchildren
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(Ages 4-12) about their childhood. Their 7-yearold granddaughter in Denver, Grace Stafford, is
active in dance and will be presented to the
Colorado Ballet in December, and in 2008 she
will be a part of the dancers in the Nutcracker
Ballet. Joann helped Amy identify genealogical
data so she now is a member of the “Colonial
Dames of America”. Amy has been studying and
collecting samplers since college.
BOB BROWN continues to be active in the
Friends of Oak Ridge Cemetery (Buchanan, MI)
and serves as newsletter editor and research
director. DONNA & ELEANOR BROWN
vacationed in southern Illinois in early June 2007,
and explored that area’s beautiful countryside
with cousins PRESTON & RUTH BROWN.
BIRTHS:
PEYTON HOWARD STREETER was born to
Clint and Sara Streeter on 16 July 2006 at 5:03
a.m. He weighed 6 lbs., 2.7 oz., and was 21 ½
inches in length. Peyton is the grandson of Bob &
Kris Hurt, the great-grandson of Muriel & Floyd
Hurt, great-great grandson of Merton F. & Carrie
Anna (Thornburg) Brown, and a descendant of
Dorsey & Sara Lucina (Adams) Fletcher.
ALYXX AMY FORD was born to Garrett and
Lisa (Capozzoli) Ford on 14 November 2006 in
Tucson, AZ. She weighed 6 lbs., 14 oz. Her
grandparents are Nicholas & Jeanne (Johnson)
Capozzoli, and great-grandparents are Raymond
& Edith (Feller) Johnson. Great-great-grandparents are Jason & Sarah (Bates) Feller. She is a
descendant of Isaac & Emily (Adams) Bates.
JACKSON GREGORY POWELL was born 20
January 2006. His parents are Matthew and Jody
(Botsford) Powell; and grandparents are Gregory
and Janalee Powell. His great-grandparents are
Phillip and June (Adams) Powell.
DEATHS:
JOHN K. ADAMS, known by most as Jack, died
May 6, 2007, after a short illness. Jack was born
October 5, 1921, the son of Hazel Adams and
Claude Lewis. He spent most of his childhood in
Detroit moving to Ypsilanti in 1954. Jack married
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his beloved wife, Louise, on July 29, 1944; she
survives. He enlisted in the U. S. Army in
March of 1943 and spent time in England,
France, Holland, and Germany as a member of
the 250th Engineer Combat Battalion before
returning home in 1945. He worked for US
Trucking Company for 35 years before retiring.
He enjoyed his retirement, perusing his interest
in genealogy, refining his computer skills,
traveling with Louise in their camper, doing
woodworking projects, reading, and doing
crossword puzzles. He also was very active with
the Adams-McKain Reunion. He transferred
reunion secretary-treasurer notes (written
between 1919-1963 in a bound spiral notebook)
to loose leaf notebooks. The repaired books
were presented to the family in August 1964 and
are still in use today. He also contributed the
1989 “Wildcat: Centennial Edition” of the
Marcellus School yearbook. Jack also
contributed to the family history section of the
newsletters numerous times which included
letters written by G. W. Alford during the Civil
War, and a charcoal drawing of Effie May
Adams which was restored and presented to the
family (Aug. 2002). He generously has shared
genealogical information, anecdotal notes,
cemetery data, and pictures. Thank you, Jack.
Jack is survived by his son, John Adams of
Glendale, AZ, his grandson, James, daughter
Marilyn of Brooklyn, Michigan, sister Jean
(William) Blanchard of Kalamazoo, and last but
not least, their dog, Nicky. Donations to his
memory may be made to the Lenawee Medical
Care Facility, (Castlewood Neighborhood) 200
Sand Creek Hwy, Adrian, Michigan 49230,
where Louise resides.
MARY GORDON BROWN, second wife of
Garry Brown, died 22 Dec. 2005. Her ashes are
buried in the Catholic part of the Battle Creek
Cemetery where Garry and his first wife, Ethel,
are buried. Mary was a 1925 graduate of St.
Phillip Catholic Central High School, Battle
Creek, MI. She attended Argubright Business
College in their Secretarial Course. She worked
for Metropolitan Life Insurance Co for 39 years
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and 7 months starting in March 1926. She held
various positions with the company until she
retired in 1965. She was also active in the V/A
of the Metropolitan Life. She married Garry A.
Brown on 27 Sept. 1958. He also worked for the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., and retired in
1968. For the first six years after his retirement,
they continued to live at Council Crest Beach,
Beadle Lake (Battle Creek), spending about six
months of each year traveling. In 1974 they
purchased a golf course home in Tucson, AZ, and
continued to travel mostly by plane and ship.
Garry died 21 Aug 2004. In 1986, Garry and
Mary compiled a Brown/Fletcher family history.
They also contributed many papers/pictures to the
reunion about the Dorsey and Sarah Lucina
(Adams) Fletcher branch; for example,
documentation of the donation of the land for
Harmony Chapel, which is still in use today.
WEDDINGS/ANNIVERSARIES:
JASON MARK POWELL AND EMILY
NOELLE SNYDER were married 26 June 2004.
Jason is a Physical Therapist at Spectrum Hospital
in Grand Rapids, MI, and Emily is a special
education teacher. Jason’s parents are Gregory
and Janalee Powell and Emily’s parents are
Robert and Carol Snyder of Flint, MI.
CHELSEA TOPPING & RANDY HARING
were married 08 July 2006 and are living in North
Carolina. Chelsea is a granddaughter of John and
Genevieve Topping. Chelsea is an Isaac and
Emily (Adams) Bates descendant.
KYLE LYNN POWELL married Jeffery See on
02 June 2006.
PHILLIP AND JUNE (ADAMS) POWELL of
Kalamazoo, MI, celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary 04 June 2006 with a family dinner at
Kyle and Jeffery See’s home in Plainwell. They
were married 01 June 1946 in Kalamazoo. Their
children and spouses are Sandra (Dennis) Munson
of Portage, Gregory (Janalee) Powell of Cooper,
MI, Kyle (Jeffery) See of Plainwell, MI, and Dale
Ann (Edward) Greenwood of Rock Hill, SC.
They have 6 grandchildren and 3 greatgrandchildren.
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Above: Jack Adams at the
10th Adams-McKain Reunion
(8/5/1928). Center and Right:
Archie and Lillie Adams.

AMY LEE MUNSON AND JOSHUA
HOLTMAN were married 04 May 1998 (sorry,
2001 newsletter, page 3 is incorrect). Amy’s
parents are Dennis and Sandra (Powell) Munson
of Portage, MI. and Joshua’s parents are Janice
Holtman of Plainwell and Richard Holtman of
Hickory Corners, MI. Amy is the granddaughter of Phillip and June (Adams) Powell.

FEATURED STORY:
ARCHIE & LILLIE ADAMS

GRADUATIONS/HONORS:

Part One: Family History:

CHRISTINA ADAMS is now a senior at
James Madison University, and looking forward
to graduation and working in a lab to use her
biology degree. On campus she is in charge of
biology lab prep. She also works as a pharmacy
technician at CVS.

Archie Leonard Adams was born in Porter
Twp., Van Buren Co., Mich., on July 10, 1871,
one of six children of Uriah Mason Adams (18321900) and Jane Woods (McKain) Adams (18471913). He was their third child and second son.
He attended grade school in Porter Twp., and was
a farmer there (in Sections 24 and 25) all his life.

ROBERT TOPPING earned his Doctorate
degree in Education at Oregon State University
in June 2006. He accepted a position as Program
Director of Western Energy Training Center at
Helper, Utah, which is a branch of Eastern Utah
University.
He is the son of John and
Genevieve Topping

The featured article is written in two parts: (1) an
outline of the Archie and Lillie family, listing all
descendants, and (2) some recollections about
Archie and Lillie and visits to their farm, provided
by several family members.

On January 21, 1897, in Porter Twp., Van Buren
Co., Mich., Archie married Lillie LeBarr
Douglass (b. 12/14/1874). Lillie’s parents were
John and Nancy (LeBarr) Douglass, and (based on
the 1880 U.S. Census for Antwerp Twp., Van
Buren Co., Mich.) she was apparently adopted by
James and Nellie Lubins.
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The census indicates that James and Nellie
Lubins were both born in NY, while Lillie
Douglass (5, adopted daughter) is listed as MI,
NY, PA (which means she was born in Mich.,
her father in NY and her mother in PA). Family
members have indicated they don’t have any
additional information about the adoption.
Family records and tradition have always just
said that Lillie was the daughter of John and
Nancy (LeBarr or LaBarr) Douglass.
On the same census page there are two Douglass
households listed. The first has just two
members: William (age 63, farmer, NY) and
Selina (63, NY). In the second household, John
W. Douglass (44, NY, NY, NY) and Martha
(36, IL, NY, NY) have six children, the oldest
five born in Penn., and the youngest in Mich.
All six children have their mother’s place-ofbirth listed as Penn., so Martha is their
stepmother. The six Douglass children were:
Adda H. (17), William (15), Charles M. (14),
Emma D. (12), Cora M. (10), and Eva E. (7).
It seems likely that John W. Douglass was
Lillie’s father, and her mother died when she
was very young. The father presumably placed
the youngest child (Lillie) in the care of a
neighbor, who was almost certainly a relative.
(One can speculate that Nellie Lubins was
Nancy Douglass’ sister.) Lillie’s obituary says
that she was preceded in death by one brother
and four sisters. Lillie’s apparent adoption is an
interesting genealogical puzzle. If anyone has
any information about it, please contact either
Barbara Gale or Bob Brown.
Archie and Lillie Adams belonged to the
Harmony Chapel and were members of the
Gleaners Society. Archie held various school
board positions. Archie and Lillie had two
children:
Carl Valentine and Clare May.
Archie died on May 11, 1944. Lillie then went
to live with her daughter Clare. When Don and
Clare adopted twin girls, Lillie helped care for
them. Lillie moved into the Matheson Nursing

Photo: Archie and Lillie on the farm.

Home in Galesburg in 1969, and died there, at age
99, on 3/31/1974.
Carl V. Adams was born on 2/14/1898, and went
through grade school in Porter Twp., and
graduated from Lawton High School. He married
Helen M. Manning (b. 1/27/1905), daughter of
Frank June Manning and Jenny Thurkow of
Marcellus, on March 14, 1923, in Paw Paw. Carl
later took over the operation of the farm he grew
up on. They had two children, a daughter,
(Leatrice) June, and a son, Gerald L. Helen died
on June 12, 1973. In 1975, Carl moved to the
Upjohn Nursing Home in Kalamazoo, and died
there on Oct. 25, 1989.
Leatrice June Adams (b. 1924) married Phillip J.
Powell (b. 1920), son of Mr. & Mrs. Peter Powell
of Marcellus, on June 1, 1946. Phillip and June
had four children: Sandra Lee, Gregory, Kyle
Lynn, and Dale Ann.
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Sandra Lee Powell (b. 1946) married Dennis
Robert Munson, son of Mr. & Mrs. Delburt
Munson of Schoolcraft, on October 7, 1972.
Their daughter, Amy Lee Munson (b. 1974),
married Joshua Holtman on May 4, 1998.
Mason James (b. 2002) and Zachery Robert (b.
2005) have joined Josh and Amy.
Gregory Powell (b. 1951) married Janalee De
Vries (b. 1953) on September 8, 1972. They
have three children: Matthew Todd (b. 1976),
Jason Mark (b. 1978) and Kristen Lee (b. 1980).
Matthew married Jody Katherine Botsford on
June 18, 2001; and they have a son, Jackson
Gregory (b. 2006).
Jason married Emily
Snyder on June 26, 2004.
Kyle Lynn Powell (b. 1953) married James
Edward Stoops, son of Donald and Martine
Stoops, on April 4, 1972. They have two
children: Jennifer Lyn (b. 1973) and Adam
James (b. 1978). Kyle Lynn later married
Jeffery See, on June 2, 2006
Dale Ann Powell (b. 1954) married Edward
Greenwood, son of Robert and Joyce
Greenwood of Huxley, IA, on May 4, 1990.
Gerald L. Adams (b. 1932) married Irene
Krieger (1932-1963) on May 11, 1951, in
Evanston, Illinois. They had four children:
Gerald C., Dawn M., Douglas C., and Mary
Frances. On June 19, 1969, Gerald L. Adams
married Marilyn (Shaw) Graham (b. 1942). She
had three children by a previous marriage:
Daniel, Teresa and Timothy Graham. Gerald L.
and Marilyn Adams had one son, Jeffrey Scott
Adams.
Gerald Charles Adams (b. 1952) married
Charlene Ann Martin (b. 1950) on March 16,
1974, and they had two children: Jennifer
Melissa (b. 1975) and Jessica Maureen (b.
1978).
Jessica married Theodore William
Baugh on 9/19/1997, and they had two children:
Cody Charles Baugh (b. 1998) and Sydney Ann
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Baugh (b. 2000). Jessica later married Charles
Packer, and they had one daughter, Madysnn
Carol Ann Packer (b. 2005).
Dawn Marie Adams (b. 1954) married David
Sivley on April 22, 1978. Their daughter, Sara
Irene (b. 1980) married Gregory Huff on August
17, 2002. .
Douglas Carl Adams (b. 1956) married Mary
Deschaine on January 20, 1979. They have three
children: Kelly Ann (b. 1980), Ryan Douglas (b.
1984) and Tyler David (b. 1986). Douglas later
married Karen Bainbridge, in Harmony Chapel,
on July 5, 2003.
Mary Frances Adams (b. 1961) married Thomas
Landrum on October 7, 1978 (divorced in 1981).
Mary Frances married Jack Louis Coleman on
April 11, 1985, and they had two children: Jack
Louis Coleman III (‘Trey’) (b. 1985) and Nicole
Irene (b. 1987).
Daniel Wayne Graham (b. 1959) married Judy
Homola on September 21, 1985, and they have
two children: Miranda Elaine (b. 1990) and
Brendon (b. 1998).
Teresa Nanette Graham (b. 1960) married Earle S.
Martin on June 24, 1978. They have 2 children:
Andrea Nicole (b. 1985) and Eric (b. 1988).
Timothy Darrell Graham (b. 1966) married Amy
Ames on September 14, 1991, and they have two
children: Kelsey (b. 1992) and Noah (b. 1998).
Jeffrey Scott Adams (b. 1970) married Monica
Yokum on August 20, 1998. She had two
children by a previous marriage, and Garrett Sean
Adams was born in 2000.
Clare May Adams was born on 11/25/1902, and
went through grade school in Porter Twp., and
lived in Marcellus and Kalamazoo later in her life.
She married Don Waldo Price (1897-1975) on
June 2, 1923. In August 1946, Don and Clare
Page 9

87th ADAMS-McKAIN REUNION News
Volume #2, No. 3

South Bend, Indiana

adopted twin daughters (b. 1946): Sharlann
(‘Sharl’) and Sueann (‘Sue’). Clare died at the
Plainwell Pines Nursing Home at age 98
(8/17/2001), having been preceded in death by
her husband, Don, and a grandson, Anthony
Munson.
Sharl Price married David Munson on Sept. 4,
1964, and they had three children: Tina Irene,
Anthony Gerald (1966-1969), and Jodine Mae.
Sharl married Daniel Shannon on May 1, 1981.
He had two daughters: Carolyn Michelle (b.
1975) and Theresa Ann (b. 1976). Sharl later
married Don May.
Tina Ilene Munson (b. 1965) first married Mr.
Alleshouse. She married Buck Sink on May 15,
1999.
Jodine Mae (‘Jodi’) Munson (b. 1970) married
Matthew Verrell Noyes on Oct. 29, 1988
(divorced), and they had two children: Nicole
Kristine Noyes (b. 1989) and Anthony Gerald
(‘Tony’) Noyes (b. 1991).
Brooke Lynn
Munson was born in 1996 and Brandi Mae
Munson in 1998. Jodi married Gregory Shafer
on Feb. 23, 2001, and Trent Allen Shaffer was
born in 2001.
Sue Price married Raymond Donald House on
June 6, 1965 (divorced in 1972). They had two
children: Lisa Lynn (b. 1965) and Raymond
Donald (b. 1967). Sue married Russell Stozicki
on February 14, 1980.
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items to be read at the 75th Reunion (1994):
“Hyldred and I spent some of our vacations at
Uncle Archie and Aunt Lillie’s home. We always
had fun with Carl and Clare. I remember picking
apples from the orchard back of the barn. No one
seemed to know the kind of apples they were, but
they were good. I have a picture of Hyldred
sitting on the well platform playing with a
puppy.”
“Their home was a short distance from where
Uncle Ross tapped the maple trees for several
years. He boiled it down over a camp fire before
taking the syrup back to the farm, where his
mother, Jane McKain Adams, would finish the
job in her kitchen, making maple syrup and
candy.”
June (Adams) Powell sent several stories,
spanning a number of years. “When I was a child,
I spent a lot of time with grandma and grandpa.
Of course, it was easy because they lived right
next door. They went to Lawton on Saturday
night and I liked to go with them. At that time
they belonged to a Grange, and the Grange had
square dancing every Saturday night. So after
buying the groceries, we would take off for a big
night of square dancing. Grandpa is the one who
taught me to square dance.

Lisa Lynn House married Brian Delos
Huffstetter on July 1, 1989 (divorced 1998).
Steven Ray Huffstetter was born in 1995. Lisa
married Dan DeYoung on June 12, 1999, and
Trevor James DeYoung was born in 2000.

“One night on our way home, grandpa was really
speeding—probably 25 miles an hour—and
grandma was getting after him for going to fast.
There was a curve in the road ahead and she was
yelling, ‘Archie! Archie! Slow down!’ going
around the curve, but you can probably guess he
didn’t slow down and therefore we went right off
the end of the road. He just drove down through
the ditch and right back up on to the road and we
went on our merry way.

Part Two: Recollections:
Several family members have contributed
stories about Archie and Lillie, and visits to
their farm. Hazel Adams provided a couple

One day grandpa was using the cultivator in the
field next to the house, and I was sitting on a
board that was on top of the cultivator, and it was
a very warm day, and he stopped under at tree to
cool off a little. Granddad said, ‘Sukie,’ stay
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where you are and do not move! He came over
and grabbed me off the thing, and when he put
me down, there was a black snake wrapped
around a branch. It was just inches from my
head. Oh! How I hate snakes!
“What I remember most about grandma was
how she liked to cook, and she was a good cook.
I ate a lot of Sunday breakfasts at their house. I
would find out what mom was having and eat
wherever it sounded the best. I think grandma’s
cooking was why Aunt Clare was always
cooking for people. At harvest time grandma
and mom put on some lovely meals for the men
doing the harvesting.
“Grandma taught me embroidery, and I had my
own little table to keep my things in. I was
always fascinated with the way grandma curled
her hair. Out would come the kerosene lamp
and her curling iron. She would put the iron in
the chimney of the lamp until it was hot, and
then wrap strands of hair around it and she
would have a curl. I don’t know why she never
burned herself.”
Barbara Gale says she remembers going to
Marcellus and the Adams farms for Memorial
Day. “I was most eager to go because it meant I
could play with Gerry in the barn and the corn
crib, as well as visit Uncle Archie and Aunt
Lillie, who invariably had milk and cookies to
eat.” And, “Carl and Helen were the gracious
host/hostess for the 1950 and 1951 Reunions.
Tables were outside, and it was good to be ‘on
the farm.’ Typical reunion activities might
include visiting, croquet, horseshoes, looking at
pictures, and occasionally homemade ice cream.
“Don and Clare loved to go fishing and many
times the Gale family was invited to a fish
supper with Clare sending home a supply of
frozen fish in milk cartons. Clare raised Cocker
Spaniels, and when she knew the litters were old
enough to give away, she made sure my brother,
Howard, and I could come and play with them.”
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The following is taken from a newspaper clipping
in the reunion archives, entitled A Vacation Trip
to Northern Michigan, written by Lillie Adams
(probably in 1928). “Our party consisted of Mr.
and Mrs. Don Price, Chas. Wade Price, myself
and Mr. Adams. We started at 3:05 o’clock
Sunday morning, by way of Kalamazoo on Route
31, and reached Mackinaw City at 6:30 p.m.,
where we stayed all night in a fine tourist camp.
We crossed the Straits Monday forenoon to St.
Ignace. While there we visited an Indian camp
and purchased souvenirs to bring home.”
“We then started on to Manistique Lake, where
we camped for a week. On our way we passed
many log and board houses, some where deserted,
and fine churches and schoolhouses. We traveled
on much better roads in the wilderness than we
have here—fine gravel and cement.
“We spent our first week fishing, reading, and
visiting with the newcomers. … We fried and ate
our fish by campfire. We drove to Grand Marais,
walked along the shore of Lake Superior, then to
the sand dunes and big falls. One day we went to
the Big Springs, going out on a raft. You can see
40 feet down to the bottom. Sunday we went to
Manistique and visited the Crystal and Hiawatha
Falls. This finished the first week.
“Monday we went to Sault Ste. Marie. We
walked across the locks and watched the big
freighters pass through the river. We viewed the
town, then returned to camp. Tuesday we went
by boat across St. Mary’s river into Canada.
“Wednesday we started home by way of
Wisconsin. The farther we drove the fields
looked better—not very much good looking corn
any place we traveled. We passed some fine
houses and barns, lots of nice herds of cattle….
“We drove along the shore of the Menominee
river, which was a very pretty scene. The next
place we camped was Iron Mountain, which as a
pretty town. Milwaukee was one of our stopping
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places, and next to the last was the town of
Manitowoc. The most thrilling part of our trip
was going through Chicago at 11 o’clock at
night. Some traffic! We couldn’t get a public
tourist camp, so we drove on to the outskirts of
Indiana and camped on a crossroad beside a
corn field. I stayed in the car and the rest tented
and slept.
“The next morning we started toward Marcellus,
having finished a most delightful trip of 1700
miles, with only one flat tire each. I forgot to
mention along with the other sights, that we saw
four beautiful deer and one large porcupine,
come from one of our fishing trips.”
Archie and Lillie were married for 47 years.
—Compiled by Bob Brown & Barbara Gale
with the assistance of June (Adams) Powell for
the Adams-McKain Reunion. A more detailed
version of Part One is available to family
members on request from either Bob or Barbara.
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE:
The newsletter is sent by regular mail or e-mail
to people on the newsletter address roster.
Please accept our apologies if you did not get an
invitation or newsletter. The reunion newsletter
is posted on the Adams-McKain website:
http://www.adams-mckain.com in both PDF and
MS Word formats. (If the MS Word version
sent to you by e-mail doesn’t print out correctly,
you can download the PDF version from the
website. You can also contact Barbara or Bob if
you want a copy mailed to you.) There are
many pictures of family members (e.g., some
donated by Jack Adams in 2005) on the website.
In addition to family information presented on
the site, there are links to other websites,
including all 3 listed in the next column, and
several SW Mich. websites.
Newsletter Needs Your Support:
The
newsletter editor and the webmaster are
requesting that family members submit written
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histories for inclusion in future newsletters and/or
inclusion on the Adams-McKain website. We will
keep these histories as part of the permanent
family record in the reunion archives. As an
alternative, record your family history on cassette
tape and bring the tape to the reunion or send it to
Barbara Gale or Jim Adams. Be sure to test your
equipment before your interview and check the
audio level. If you have a good quality family
picture to include with your history please send a
copy with the history for inclusion in a newsletter.
If you have a website dealing with family history,
please contact Jim so he can include a link to your
website. You can find links on his website to
sites where you can download genealogical forms
(family group sheets, lineage charts, etc.). Other
websites of interest:
Jim’s Family Tree Maker:
http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/a/d/a/
James-R-Adams/index.html?Welcome=
1005172078
Jim Bowe’s Family Tree Maker:
http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/b/o/w
/James-E-Bowe/?Welcome=1088626260
Sunny’s Family Tree Maker:
http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/l/i/n/
Kathy-LinderholmTexas/index.html?Welcome=1088626306
ADAMS-McKAIN REUNION OFFICERS:
President: George Adams
19026 Oakmont South Drive
South Bend, IN 46637-3526
gcadams@alumni.nd.edu
Secretary/Treasurer: Barbara Gale
211Ryno Road
Coloma. MI 49038-9705
bg0225@aol.com
Webmaster: Jim Adams
808 Michigan Street
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235-2694
adamsmckain@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Bob Brown
1826 Pershing Street
South Bend, IN. 46628-3331
RobtDBrown@aol.com
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